Reuse the Tower
Torre Rinalda, Lecce

L3

’

Edited and published
by Save the Heritage
Benefit Corporation

Dossier n.6

international
architecture
competition

projects




50 | 51

8th

honorable mention

authors

Andrea Mercati, Giacomo Bonci, Filippo Moni

(G)OLD -Reuse the tower

It is within the walls of this tower that the
echoes of past civilisations still hover, in this
space jutting out over the sea, dazzled by the
light of the Mediterranean Sea, the project
sets out to give a new key to the character of
the past: if in the past the arrival of the enemy
was signaled by watch fires, today, the light
inside reflects and shines through the metal
sheets giving a new aura to the building.
Conceived as a landmark, a signal, a refe-
rence point; it establishes a relationship of
continuous exchange between those who see
it from the sea and those who look, from the
building, at the sea.

A project endowed with adaptability and
reproducibility: conceived with the purpose of
positioning and connecting the other towers
as well, restoring that dialogue, that visual
contact extinguished long ago.

The reversible intervention respecting the
ruin is developed through a single load-be-
aring service block to which all the vertical
connections are hooked: the lift, built in the
central core of the structure gives a direct
connection with the new elevation, the
staircase, which also hooks into the extrados
of the load-bearing block, develops up to the
new floor slab, alternating resting moments at
the old openings and ancient passages, cros-
sing the underground passages we have this
continuous dialogue with history.

The first part of the ascent, almost completely
dark due to the absence of slits, then suddenly
opens up at the new intervention, the semi-o-
pen space characterised by the new slats gives

the visitor fragments of light and shadow like
a blink of an eye.

Arriving at the new walking level, one now
has the whole scene: the lamellas dialogue
with the masonry, leaning against it, demarca-
ting the sea horizon, taking up the gait of the
mortar beds, abstractly recreating the form of
the tower.

It is through the material that the idea of the
signal is conveyed: by day the glitter of the
gold reflects the sunlight, by night the interior
light filters through the lamellas establishing
a visual dialogue of succession with the other
towers.
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